Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.029; wR factor = 0.088; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.6.
The polymeric title complex, [Co(C 8 H 8 O 5 )(H 2 O) 2 ] n was synthesized by reaction of cobalt acetate with 7-oxabicyclo[2,2,1]heptane-2,3-dicarboxylic anhydride. The Co II ion is six-coordinated in a distorted octahedral environment, binding to two water O atoms, to the ether O atom of the bicycloheptane unit, to two carboxylate O atoms from two different carboxylate groups of the same anion and to one carboxylate O atom from a symmetry-related anion. The bridging character of the dianion leads to the formation of ribbons along [001] . The ribbons are linked into a layered network parallel to (010) by several O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogenbonding interactions involving the coordinating water molecules as donors and the carboxylate O atoms of neighbouring ribbons as acceptors. The crystal under investigation was an inversion twin.
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For background to the applications of norcantharidin [systematic name: 7-oxabicyclo(2.2.1)heptane-2,3-dicarboxylic anhydride], see : Yang et al. (2002) . For the isotypic Cu analogue, see : Wang et al. (2009a) , and for a related Ni complex with monoclinic symmetry, see : Wang et al. (2009b) .
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Crystal data [Co(C 8 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Yang et al., 2002) . Therefore studying the combination of norcantharidin and cobalt seemed interesting. In this communication, the
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